
DEG Music Products, Inc.
Lake Geneva

1959 Robert (Bob) Getzen (1926-2003)
plant superintendent at Getzen to start
#530 South Hwy H (Brett Getzen [BG]

1963 DEG Music filed for incorporation on July 3 
(opencorporates.com). 

1965 Donald E. Getzen (1928-2017) (photo 
executive vp of Getzen to start DEG Music Products in 
Lake Geneva (Getzen website [G]
N3475 Springfield Rd (photo 3 from 1973).

1966 Allied Music started producing piston bugles for DEG 
(BG). Late 1960s Caravelle flugelhorns were made by EMO 
in Germany then later switched to stencils made by
Blessing (Trumpet Herald [TH]).

1967 The first commercial use of the Caravelle name was in 
March (USTPO). It was registered in 1982.

1972 Allied started producing trumpets, cornets, trombones, 
and marching brass for DEG (G). They never made their 
own instruments (BG). 

1973 DEG sourced parts from Lake Geneva, Switzerland
(marching brass by Wilson), France, Germany, Italy, and 
Elkhart (Lake Geneva Regional News

1974 Allied Supply was sold to Bob’s sons Thomas & Edward
(G).  A fire at the factory halted
month (Allied). 

1976 The first use of the Dynasty and Dynasty II names were in 
May as well as the new DEG logo (on right)

1977 The first use of the Signature name was in July (USTPO). 
Tony Scodwell was brought in to help design the Signature 
2000 models made in Wisconsin using
parts (TH). 

1989 Kiefer Manufacturing in Elkhart 
Music who moved their tooling and equipment to start a 
bell department at Allied. Kiefer had been making bells for 
Allied Music and replacement bells for Allied Supply (Brett 
Getzen). [The date is approximate. It was announced in 
the Fall 1990 Allied Music Newsletter.]

2009 Don sold DEG to former partner Mark Scha
Scodwell). 

2011 The Dynasty name was tradem
December (USPTO). 
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2018 DEG was acquired by St Louis Music from owner Mark 
Schafer. Shafer was to continue his Dynasty and Bergault 
percussion business in Lake Geneva (St Louis Music). 

2026 The DEG name was still being used by St Louis Music for 
marketing marching music holders and accessories. 

Other general information from Tony Scodwell and others in 
Trumpet Herald discussions:  

The Signature 2000 models were developed with input 
from Tony Scodwell and Walter Blanton. These were made 
at Allied with bells from Kiefer Manufacturing in Elkhart 
and valves by Allied. The LA model 2098 had a larger bell 
(the same used by Monette) and the NY model 2099 had a 
two-piece bell based on the Bach 37. 

 The only instruments with Baurfiend valves were the 
piccolo trumpets and flugelhorns. Some of the flugelhorns 
were made by Wilson in Switzerland. 

Examples found: 

 Ranger II: One undated example (photos 1 & 2) may 
predate the Caravelle line and appears to have been made 
by Keilwerth in Germany. 

Caravelle: These appear to be made by Blessing in Elkhart 
and examples found range from 1969 to 1978. The 
Caravelle name had first use in March of 1967 (photos 3 & 
4) 

 Bravura 98B: One example found is by Blessing and dates 
to 1975 (photos 5 & 6 at right). 

 Signature: Another model made by Blessing and examples 
found range from c.1976 to 1981. The USTPO registration 
says first use was July 1977 (below & bottom right) 

 

 Dynasty III: One example found appears to have been 
made by Blessing and dates to 1978 (below). 

 

  



Signature 2000: The last horns developed by DEG with 
valves by Allied. Examples found are from the 1980s and 
1990s. 

Model 2098 Signature 2000 Custom Series 

 

Dynasty II Bugle in G (below & #3 at right) 

 

The original shop in 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


